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Patriotic Audio Essay Competition Grand Prize: $30,000 Award
* WHAT IS THE VOIGE OF .
2017-18 OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
BEMOCRAGY PROGRAM? VOICE OF DEMOCRACY COMPETITION

Since 1947, the Voice of Democracy has been the Veterans of Forelgn Wars' (VFW's)
premier scholarship program. Each year, nearly 40,000 high school students compete
fur more than $2 million in scholarships and incentives. Students compete by writing
and recording an audio essay on an annual patriotic theme, This year’s theme is,
Amterican History: Our Hope for the Future.

WHY SHOULD 1 ENTER?

Prizes and scholarships can be awarded at the Post, District, state and national level.
Department {State) winners receive an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C,,
March 37, 2018, to tour the city, be honored by the VFW and its Auxiliary and
receive their portion of $154,000 in national awards, the top scholarship being’
$30,000.

THE RULES

Who can enter?

The Voice of Democracy is open to studenis in grades 9-12 by the Oct. 31 deadline,
who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial high school or home study
program in the United States, its territories and possessions; ox in an overseas U.S,
military/civilian dependent school, Although U.S, citizenship is not required,
students must be lawful U.S. permanent residents or have applied for permanent
residence (the application for which has not been denied) and'intends to become a
1.8, citizen at the earliest opportumt\/ allowed by law. Poreign exchange students,
students age 20 or over, previous Voice of Democracy first place state winners, GED
or Adult Education Stadents are ineligible.

POST HAS AWARDS ALSO

‘What do Inced to enter?
Record vour ongmal 3-5 minute (- or ~ 5 seconds max.) essay on an audio CD
- One student per CD or flash drive. When buming your CD, make sure

that “Create Audio CD” option {or similar} is selected so the program can propetly
comvert your sound file and burn it to CD. After it has finished, be sure to play back
your audio CD on a system other than your computer, such as a standard radio or
car-CD player, to verify that the conversion/burning process was successful, You will
submit the recording, typed essay and this completed entry form. Provide these items
ta your school/group competition or local VFW Post for judging. In addition you
can submit your emailed entry form, essay, and andio fils to the VFW Fost upon
approval, You must be the sole author of your essay. The recording must be in your

" owa voice and in Bnglish. Hearing/speech impaired students should email the Voice
of Democracy National Office at youthscholurships@vfw.org for special instructions.
No music, singing, poetry or sound effects are allowed, The body of the essay must
not identify you in any way, (including, but not limited to, your name, school, dty,
state, race or national origin) although the recording & typed essay should be labeled
with your name, to show ownership. You may enter only one competition at one Post
(if otherwise eligible) per year. At any time during the contest, additional participant
personal information could be requested by the VFW, induding but not limited to a
photograph, SSN or biographical information.
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MYST BE COMPLETED BY ALL CONTESTANTS

Name: First, M1, Last

" Address

City, State, Zip

{ )
Phane

Email

{ate of Birth {mm/ddlyy} Grade in $chool

Schotl Name, City, State

Teacher's name and Email {if applieable)

First Name You'd Like on 2 Name Badge Jacket Size

T4 BE COMPLETED BY STUDEHT'S PARENT/GUARGIAR
{regulred even if student Is 18 or cver)

PatenliGuardian Signature Data

{ }
Patent/Guardlan’s Daytime Phons

Paren¥/Guardian’s Email

| BAVE READ AN UHDERSTARD THE B.C. HATIGKHAL FINALS RULES
(0N QPPG3HTE SIBE)

{ certlfy that | am the sale auther of the enclosed audfofessay .
entry and that | have only entered the compatition once yearly if.
otherwise eligible. '
| understand that if it [s found that | have entered any other
Post's competition o used this essay for another VFW
competitlon, | face elimination from the competition and
will return any and all prizes or incentives awarded.

Signature of Student Participant Date

4
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Voice of Democracy
| 2017 - 18 Theme * ,

- “American History: Our Hope for the Future”
Student Entry Dead!ine: October 31, 2017
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OFFICIAL RULES FOR STUDENTS ADVAHCING TO HATIONAL LEVEL

Ifselected as a ﬁrst-‘flace state winner, I have the consent of O
garemfguardnn_ and school 10 attend the Voice of Democracy National

. Finels i Washington, D.C, March 3-7, 2018, as a guest of the VFW
National Organization. | ) .

Lunderstand thai staie winners who do not attend as stated above will
forfeit all 7ighls to compete in the National Finals and will be replaced by -
their state’s second place winner, : .

In the event my audio e&saly Is ielected for entry, into the National Voice
of Democracy Competition,1do ] ereb]r for myself, for my heirs, executors,
administrators and asslgnees; waive, release and dischazge ail néhts and
cleims which I have or which may herealter acerue agairist the
Foreign Wars of the United States {VFW) and/or the several Departments
(stute organizations) of the Veterans of Forelgn Wars and thelr respective
officers, agents, successors and ass;ﬁ:xs from any damages which ‘may be
sustained by me in connection with my glarticlpatmn in_or association
with the VEW Volor of Democracy Competition and/or arising out of my
travel to and during the Competition. I the event of sickness, aceldent or
injuty in connection with the Competition, I consent to and acceCPl the
services of a duly licensed medical, strgical or dental speciatist selected on
ey behalf and for such treatments, as they may deem necessary, [ under-
stand that VEW will not be liable for such treativient. I further understand
that the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States retains non-excu-
sive Tights to use Iy tape, essay and likeness in the promotion and execu-
tion of the organization’s programs and activities.

T0 BE COMPLETED BY THE VFW POST
1 cectify that this student has an authorized entry in our YFW Post level Voice
of Democracy Competition,

eterans of

Post Commander's'Chalrman's Slgnature Post B

VEW Auxilizry President'wGhalrman’s Signature (if applicable}

Post

5661 OLD NATIONAL PIKE
v sute RREDERICK, MD 21702

VFW Post Emall

Ho. of studenls participating
Mo, of winmers advancad to District
Amt, of PosUAux. scholarship awards $
Aunt. of Post/ux, additional expenses (banqust, pits, ete.) $
T0 BE COMPLETED BY YHE VFW DISTRICT .

F certify that the student narned in the previous section s the duly selected

winner of the Volce of Demacracy Contest Disirict Competition and is our
sole entry into the Department finals, a

District Chairman’s Signature Dist. &
Address

City, $tate, Zip

( H

Phonge Email

10 BE GOMPLETED BY THE VFW DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN
Tcertify that the student named iin the previous section fs the duly selected first-place
winner of the Voice of Democracy Deparfment Comg{:dﬂon. is our sole enitey into the
National Judging and will attend the National Finals in Washington, DG,

Department Chalrman's Signature

{ }
Daytime Phane Ensall

The winner O has been O will be (check one) notified that they
are the ﬁrst—glace Department winner on . Note:
National Headquarters will contact your winner after this date
to make travel arrangements for them to be in Washington, D.C,
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WHERE DO | SUBMIT MY ENTRY? i
All entries begin at the local VEW Post level! The only exception is whe&, :
schools/classes/youth groups have large numbers of students and wish to
conduct their own competition, submitting one winner for each 15 students to
the local VEW Post. Individual students may submit their entry directly to the
Post. This VFW Post should be within your local area and within your U.S, staté
of residence. Entries sent to VFW National will be returned. One winner for
every 15 entries from each Post advances to District and one District winner

- advances to the state (Department) competition. -State winners are invited to

Washington, D.C., where their audio essays compete in the finals competition. If
you need help finding a participating VFW Post in your area, follow these
instructions: First, visit this website

www.yfworglfind-a-post to “Find A VFW Post” Be sure this Post is within the
state you reside i, If you do not have success in finding a Post, or if you have
trouble getting in touch with them, you can contact your VW Department
{state) office to see If they can offer any information or assistance. You can visit
this link https:/fwww.vfw.org/ContactUs/ and look for “Find a State Contact”
to get your VFW state office’s phorne number and email,

If you still need assistance, please email us at VFW National Headquarters at
youthscholarships@viw.org

WHAT {S THE DEADLINE FOR MY ENTRY?

All entries competing at the Post level must be in the hands of
that VFW Post by midnight, Oct. 31, 2017, It is the responsibility
of the student to meet this deadline by submitting their entry to
the proper location by ensuring it is a participating Post,

WHAT ARE THE JUDGING CRITERIA?
Originality is worth 30 points: -

Treatment of the theme should show imagination

and human interest,

Content is worth 35 points:

Clearly express your ideas in an organized manner. Fully

. develop your theme and use transitions to move smoothly

from one idea to angther.

Delivery is worth 35 points:
Speak in a clear and credible manner.

The National Assoclation of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has again
approved this contest for its National Advisory List of Contests and Activities,
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For assistance contact:

- (816). 756-3300 ext. 6117
Email: youthscholarships@viw.org

WWw.viw,0rg
Revised 272017 .
 LOCAL VFW POST INFORMATION : .
cONTACE__JOE ALLEN, GOMMANDER Pos] 3285

5901 OLD NATIONAL PIKE, FREDERICK,MD 21702
pyone: 201~ ©63-3372 prgymmerocar; 93 (M-F)
ALTERNATE CONTACT:  HUGH WARNER

PHONE:_301- 473-8141 BESYWMETOCALL: 4-6PM (M-F)
DEADLINE OCT 31, 2017- MAIL OR DROP OFF




